ARTICLES

The "Affair" of China at the End of the
Sixteenth Century: Armed Conquest or
Peaceful Evangelization?

This study will analyze the =sttempt at armed conquest and
peaceful penetration of the Gospel in China carried out by the
Spaniards at the end of the XVI century.

What came to be known as the “affair” —negocio— of China
excited the imagination of the Spaniards living in the Philippines.
Domingo de Salazar, the first bishop of the islands, was very much
involved in this affair. The study of this topic is important to
see the ideas and feelings of the Spaniards who settled in the
Philippines and the role played by Salazar in this enterprise. This
importance is not diminished due to the distance in time of the
events studied here. China has been, for the Western man, a
mystery which he has always wanted to unravel.

Thus it causes little surprise to know that as soon as the
Spaniardg felt secure in the Philippines, at the end of the XVI

century, they started the plan to break open that mystery.

For the Spaniards of the XVI century nothing seemed impos-
gible. They had an unlimited trust in their own power and in the
resources of their nation. No undertaking, no matter how unat-
tainable it might seem, was beyond their capabilities. This may
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seem preposterous and naive, and indeed it is, but back in the XVI
century, nothing stopped the Spaniards from attempting endeavors
that defy human imagination. The Spaniards had conquered the
Aztec empire of Mexico and the Inca empire of Peru, with a hand-
ful of conquistadores, soldiers and adventurers. The Spanish
soldier was convinced of his own invincibility.

When the Spaniards arrived in the Philippines in 1565 they
had behind them three quarters of a century of conquering im-
petus and experience. By that date, the Spanish flag was flying
from Cape Mendocino to Patagonia. The Spaniards had crossed
the deserts of America, climbed the- highest mountains, sailed
along the mightiest rivers; explored impenetrable forests and navi-
gated the vast expanse of the South Seas. For the conquerors of
the Philippines, heirs and successors of the conquerors of Ame-
rica, the chance to conguer China was something unparallel in
the history of the world. It was a golden opportunity to surpass
the greatest exploits of the most famous captains of the past. Sala~
zar, in a letter to Philip II, said that not even Alexander the Great
and Julius Caesar encountered a similar opportunity as the
Spaniards of the Philippines had at that moment. What could
the conquest of Flanders have in comparison to that of China?
From the spiritual point of view, the attempt to evangelize China
was the greatest challenge since the time of the Apostles.

What were the reasons behind the attempt of the Spaniards
to penetrate China? What did they hope to attain? What exer-
cised a greater pull in them, the reported wealth of the Grand
Cathay of Marco Polo, or the sincere hope of evangelical preach-
ing? Could not that intelligent and highly civilized nation be
incorporated into the fold of the Catholic Church?

These are questions that hopefully will find an answer in the
process of this study. But they have to be asked at the early
stage of this research so that, at the outset, we can trace down
the moving forces that pushed the Spaniards, and other Europeans,
to face so many dangers, cross unchartered seas, and go far from
their native lands. These dynamic forces were the ones respon-
sible for the revolutionary discoveries that took place during the
XV, XVI and XVII centuries. They accelerated the exploratory
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process of mankind and brought vew worlds into the sphere of
European history, and into contact with Christian civilization and
religion. Perhaps Vasco de Gama gives us a hint as to the rea-
gons for these discoveries. Asked by a native of India what he
was looking for, he answered: “Cbhristians and spices”. Bernal
Diaz del Castillo, a soldier companion of Cortes in the conquest
of Mexico, wrote about the motives of the Spaniards’ expansion
to the Indies: “They had gone to serve God and his Majesty, the
king, to help those who are in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to become rich, as all people desire’”.1

It must be recalled that the XV and XVI centuries were the
centuries of Faith. Indeed, the search for new lands was there.
The explorers and conquerors were moved by the desire to grow
rich and leave behind an imperishable fame and glory. But the
evangelical injunction “go out into the world and preach the Good
News to all creation” was most operative. To make the age of
discovery and exploration an age dominated by economic motives
is false. These economic motives were there, but in the XV and
XVI centuries, religion impelled the Europeans to go into unknown
worlds. The Europeans were convinced of the greatness of their
religion. They wanted other people to share in its blessings. Mer-
cantilism is a development of the XVII century and took place
mainly in Holland and England, not in Spain and Portugal, pioneer-
ing nations in the age of discovery The Spaniards of the XVI
century were convinced of the possibility of reconciling the anti-
thesis of Christian penetration with commercial expansion. Reli-
gion and commerce were not, in their view, incompatible. The
Spaniards who crossed the Atlantic to the Americas, and the South
Seas to the Philippines, shared this view. They believed in the
synthesis of religion and trade.

1. The search for the Grand Cathay. The Arrival of the Por-
tuguese through the Eastern Route

For the European, China has always been an enigma, In spibé
of the enormous progress experienced in today’s world, of dis-
coveries beyond our planet, China still remains a mystery to the

1 Cfr. CARLO M. CIPOLLA, Europear. Culture and Overseas Expa,nszon
Pelikan Book, p. 98
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‘European, and to the rest of the world. This mystery has not
yet been revealed.

The first Christian contacts with China are wrapped in dark-
ness. It is probable that Christiaraty entered China from Meso-
potamia, across the vast expanses of Central Asia, under the form
of Nestorianism. The Nestorian activity in China is something
well accepted today. During the T’ang dynasty, (618-907) which
held sway over China, and partially over India, Persia, Mesopo-
tamia, Java and Central Asia, Nestorians spread out through these
territories. For years, this Nestorian influence in China was seri-
ously debated among historians. Today however few people will
be ready to contest such claim. The discovery of the so-called
HSIANFU stone, at the beginning of the XVI century, and its
scientific study by the Jesuit missionaries in China, prove the
existence of a strong and influential Nestorian community in
China. The HSIANFU stone was erected in 781. It is a history
of Nestorianism in China from its early beginnings, and an expla-
nation of its doctrines and religicus practices. From the year
685, under the emperor T’ai Tsung (626-649), Nestorianism spread
‘over China. Although there were scme persecutions, the influence
of Nestorianism was felt up to the end of the T’ang dynasty. With
the fall of the dynasty, Nestorianism’s influence also faded away.2

With the appearance of the Mongol empire of Genghis Khan
{1167-1227) and his successors, the Nestorian Christians started
once again to spread out in China. In fact, the period from 1250
to 1350 is, without any doubt, the most glorious in the history of
the Nestorian Church. It cannot be denied that, during this time,
—a short period indeed— Nestorianism came to be a dominant
factor in the history of mankind. According to Christopher Daw-
son® it enjoyed the favor not only of Hulagut and his successors,

———— e s

. 2Cir. KENNETH SCOTT LATOURETTE, A History of Christian Mis-
gions in China, London, 1929, 50-53.

. 3The Mongol Mission. Narratives and Letters of the Franciscan Mis-
sionaries in Mongolia and China in the thirteenth and fourteenth century,
New York, 1955.

4 Hulagu was the founder of the Il Khan dynasty in Persia. He was a
brother of the Great Khan, Kublai. Hulagu reigned in Tabriz from 1258 to
1665. His wife, the Kerait princess Dokuz Khatum was a devout Christian
and her influence on him was felt throughout his reign.
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Abaga® and Argun,® the Khans of Persia, but also of their suze-
rain Kublai and his successors in China and the Far East. Under
the Patriarchate of Mar Denha (1265-1281) its hierarchy was
organized and extended from the Persian Gulf and the Indian Ocean
to the Caspian and the Pacific.”

Kublai Khan, (1256-1294) the most powerful of all Mongol
Khans, the friend of Marco Polo. and conqueror of China, wel-
comed Nestorian Christians in his court of Cambaluc, Peking, In
1275, in his very court of Peking, the Nestorians established an
archbishopric and some Christian cfficials of the Mongol empire
— very numerous and influential in the court — established many
churches in Chinese cities subject to the imperial power of the
Mongols.®

The Nestorians disappeared from China with the fall of the
Mongol dynasty and the establishment of the Chinese Ming
dynasty (1868-1644). With the Mongols they came and with the
Mongols they left.?

The havoc and destruction caused by the Mongols of Genghis
Khan and his successors in their westward move towards Europe
were catastrophic indeed. In 1240-1241 the Mongols set them-
selves on the conquest of the West. Russia, with its capital Kiev,
was overran and destroyed.’® A Mongol army crossed the south
of Russia, Galizia and Poland and annihilated a Christian army
of Poles and Germans in Silesia, in April of 1241. Another more
numerous and powerful Mongol army was galloping rapidly across
the steppes of Moravia and Hungary The Christian army of the
Magyars was completely destroyed near Buda, also in April of

b Abaga’s wife, Maria Palaeologina, was also a Nestorian Christian.
Abaga’s reign extended from 1265 to 1282,

6 Argun’s reign was a short one, from 1284 to 1291,

7Cfr. CHRISTOPHER DAWSON, op. c¢it., pp. XXVI-XXVIII

. 8For the history of the Nestorian influence in the Mongol empire, read

History of the Life and Travels of Rabban Sawma, Envoy of the Mongol
Khang to the Kings of Europe, and Markos, Patriarch of the Nestorian
Church in Asia, Translated from the Syriac by Sir E. Z. WALLIS BUDGE,
1928. For Christianity in the Mongol Empire during Kublai’s time, read
E. A. W. BUDGE, The Monks of Kublai Khan: Life and Travels of Rabban
Sawma and Markos, Trans. from the Syriac by —, 1928; A. C. MOULE,
Christians in China before 1550, London, 1930.

® Cfr. K. 5. LATOURETTE, op. cit., 61 and ff.

10 For a description of the tragedy that befell Christian Russia, see the
Chromc{e of Novgorod. English translatior by R. MITCHELL and N. FOR-
BES, with Introduction by C. R. Beazly, Camden Society, 1914.
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1241. Different Mongol detachments came, in their victorious
advance, to look at the Adriatic sea. Italy was at their feet. Their
advance became unstoppable. Christian Europe seemed to be un-
aware of the Mongol danger. Distracted by petty wars among
Christian princes, and divided by the old rivalry between Papacy
and Empire, Europe was easy victim for the fast galloping Mon-
gol hordes. The Moslem danger faded away in the face of the
Mongol hurricane.

Fortunately for Christian Europe, the death of the great Khan
Ugedey (1229-1241), and the dissensions that followed his death,
compelled the Mongols to withdraw their victorious armies from
Europe to Central and East Asia.

But the Mongols could start again their victorious march to
Europe. What could the Christian world oppose against them?
In view of the gravity of the situation, and the danger that layed
ahead, Pope Innocent IV (1243-1256) organized various embassies
to the Great Khan, searching for understanding for the Christian
cause. The Pope also asked the Great Khan for help against the
Moslem danger in the Middle East. In the Prologue to Dawson’s
History of the Mongols we read:

“When by command of the Apostolic See we went to
the tartars and other oriental nations, knowing the desire
of the Lord Pope and the venerable Cardinals, we chose
first to make our way to the tartars, for we were afraid
that in the near future the Church of God would be threat-
ened by danger from that quarter”.:t

This was the beginning of friendly contacts between Western
Christianity and the Mongols, and the first direct contacts between
the West and China. The most important embassy was the one
under John Plano Carpini,’ sent to the Khakan or Great Khan in
1245.:3 John Plano Carpini crossed Poland, Russia, Central Asia
and reached Kara-Korum, the capital of Kuyuk, the great Khan,
in July of 1246. By 1247 he was back in Rome to inform the pope.

11 Ibidem p.

12 Cfr. ANASTASIUS VAN DEN WYNGAERT, Sinica Franciscana,
Vol. I: Itinera et Relationes Fratrum Minorum Saec. XII1 et XIV (Quaracchi-
Firenze, 1929); Cfr. LHOTTE, CELINE, Dame pauvreté chez les mongols.
L’epopee franc’tscame de Jean de Plan Ca'rpm et de Guillaume de Roubrouk
au XIII siecle, Paris, Editions franciscaines, 1938.

13 Cfr. PERCY SYKES, The Quest for éathay, London 1936, p. 93.
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This was the fearful message he brought back from Kuyuk:

, “God has commanded my ancestors and myself to send
our people to exterminate the wicked nations. You ask
if I am a Christian. God knows, and if the Pope also
wishes to know he had better come and see.”’’4

John Plano Carpini’s embassy was a failure, but his Historia
Mongolorum' opened, for the first time to the European people,
an oriental world totally unknown to them. He inaugurated a cen-
tury of direct contacts between the West and the East.
It was a very distinct world from the one known in Europe. John
Plano Carpini shattered the belief that Europe, the heartland of
Christianity, was also the heartland of the universe., There were
other worlds richer and more developed than Europe.

While the Mongol empire lasted, the contacts between West
and East continued. John Plano Capini never entered China, but
he left behind precise news about it.1¢ The fortune to enter China
was reserved to a Venetian merchant: Marco Polo the Younger.
During the rule of Kublai Xhan, Marco Polo stayed in China for
over fifteen years. The intrepid and intelligent Marco Polo des-
cribed the marvels of Kublai’s empire.l” He always calls it the
Grand Cathay. Marco Polo describes the Grand Cathay as the
richest, most beautiful, developed and civilized kingdom on earth.
The description of his travels were naturally read with incredulity
bty a confident Europe.’® In the empire of Grand Cathay every-
thing was superlative and fabulous. The discovery of so many
and so large cities, filled with palaces and beautiful homes, and the
existence of so high and refined civilization, sounded to European
ears as a fairy tale. By establishing commercial links with Grand
Cathay, Europe could hope to attain the most advantageous trade

14 Tbidem, p. 95.

158 FRIEDRICH RISCH, Jokan de Plano Carpini: Geschichte der Mon-
golen und Reise Bericht 1245-1247, ubersezt und erlautet von—Leipzig, 1930.

18 GIOVANNI DAL PIANO DEI CARPINI, O.F.M., Viaggio o’ Tartari
di Fratre Giovanni da Pian del Carpini (Historia Mongolorum), a cura di
Giorgio Pulle, con prefazione, note, bibliografia, carte e incisioni, Milan, 1929.

17 Cfr. MARCO POLO, Il Milione, Milan, 1973. HENRY YULE, The
Book of Marco Polo, ed. Cordier, 2 vols., London, 1929, ed. Murray; HENRY
CORDIER, Ser Marco Polo, notes and addenda to Sir Henry Yule’s edition,
i%gi‘;)aming the result of recent research snd discovery, London, Ed. Murray,

18 For early accounts of China, its people and its commerce, see HENRY
YULE’s Cathay and the Way Thither (Hakluyt Society) London, 1913-1916.
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in the world. Was it, then strange that Europeans started to
think that there, or nearby, the lost Garden of Eden was to be
found? Marco Polo’s descriptions influenced subsequent explorers
and discoverers. Vasco de Gama, Christopher Columbus and
others were pushed into their voyages of discovery in the hope
of finding the Grand Cathay of Marco Polo.1?

At the time of the Mongols there was another famous visitor
from the West: the Franciscan John of Monte Corvino, the first
European missionary to enter China.*® He travelled to China in
1291, reaching Peking shortly after Kublai’s death. In an
interesting letter from Peking, he described his superhuman efforts
to plant the Catholic faith in the capital of the most powerful
empire then known. He built a few churches and converted some
influential people to Christianity. He started to establish the
Church on a solid basis, When these news reached Europe, the
Christian world felt awed. As he was alone, far from the center
of Christianity, without permanent collaborators, and without offi.
cial support, his superhuman efforts did not last long. All
came to an end with the expulsion of the Mongol dynasty and the
establishment of the Chinese Ming dynasty.?

John of Monte Corvino was the last European of renown to
visit China during the Middle Ages. Once the Mongol empire
disappeared, the contacts with China faded away. China became
again a name. The fabulous Grand Cathay of Marco Polo
vanished in the haze of European history. Marco Folo’s deserip-
tions seemed to be only a dream.

Following the African coast, the Portuguese mariners dis-
covered more and more territories for the Europeans. Henry the
Navigator, the most outstanding Portuguese explorer of the late
Middle Ages, Bartolome Diaz, the first to double the Cape of Good
Hope, and Vasco de Gama, the discoverer of India, proved that it
was possible to reach the Orient by sailing east.

The arrival of Vasco de Gama to Calicut, the most important
port in India, in 1498, was an exploit as great as Christopher Co-

19 Cfr., PERCY SYKES, op. cit.,

20 ANASTASIUS VAN DEN WYNGAERT Jean de Monte Corvin,
O.F .M., premier Eveque de Khanbalig (1247-1328), Lille, 1924,

21°Cfr. K. S. LATOURETTE, op. cit., p. 73; PERCY SYKES, op. cit.,
206. ,
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lumbus’ discovery of America. By then, the Portuguese explorers
were near the coast of China. Alfonso de Albuquerque, another
famous Portuguese mariner and discoverer, took Malacca in 1511.
Malacca, at that time, was the emporium of commerce and trade
in the east and Chinese merchants used to go there for business
purposes. The first relations between Portuguese and Chinese
in Malacca were friendly. The Chinese traders were thankful to
Albuquerque for the good reception they had in Malacea. In the
words of Joao de Barros, the great conquistador

“was delighted to speak with them, because of the
reputed power of their King, vastness of their country,
and the government and riches thereof, which reports he
cgullg”verify to some extent from their manner and beha-
vio

Up to 1519 commercial and trade relations between Portuguese
and Chinese merchants continued in Malacca. And as early as
1514 some Portuguese traders had reached the coast of China.

Andres Corsalis, writing to Lorenzo de Medici in 1514, des-
cribed the wealth of China. He noted, however, that the Chinese
did not allow them to disembark, because there was a law pro-
hibiting foreigners from entering their land.2®

The exploration of China by the Portuguese started in 1517
when Fernando Perez de Andrade arrived from Portugal with
seven big ships. This ushered a direct contact between the Euro-
peans and the Chinese. Perez de Andrade, following the com-
mand of Don Juan Manuel, the king of Portugal, observed an
exemplary conduct. He was always the perfect Christian gentle-
man. In his visit to Canton in 1517 he was welcomed by the
Chinese zuthorities and foreign merchants found there. The Por-
tuguese were instructed to refrain from any unprovoked offensive
action against the natives. Their relations must be established on
mutual trust and good faith. And this principle was to be main-
spring of their actions.?¢

922 Cfr. C. R. BOXER, The Christian Century in Japan, 1540-1660, 1951,

2 Cfr. PERCY SYKES, op. cit., 253.
2 Cfr, C. R. BOXER, op. cit., b.
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The Chinese of the continent very soon began to feel appre-
hensive. Who were these foreigners — Folangki —2° who sailed
in very powerful ships and who had recently conquered Malacca?
This and the bad conduct of some Portuguese turned the initial
friendly contact into a sour and bitter relationship. This happened
with the brother and successor of Fernando Perez de Andrade,
Simon de Andrade, an arrogant and ill-tempered man, who was
always ready to use violence to achieve his aims. In 1519 there
was a bloody encounter in the coasts of China vividly described by
the Chinese chronicler:

“Sometime near the end of Ching-Té&’s reign (1506-
1522) a people not recognized as tributary to China known
as the Ferringhis [Folanki] together with a crown of
riff-raff filtered into the harbovrs between T’un Mun and
Kwai Ch’ung and set up barracks and a fort, mounted
many cannons to make war, captured islands, killed
people, robbed ships and terrorized the population by their
fierce dominion over the coast. Their ambition being to
annex territory they made a survey and set up boundary
stones and tried to dominate the various other foreign
traders in this area”.2s

In 1520 and 1522 the Portuguese engaged in various sea battles
with the Chinese in Kwantung and were badly beaten by them. By
then, East and West were at war. The period of friendly contacts
had come to an end and had given way to hatred and enmity.
However, the history of the contacts between Chinese and Portu-
guese during the third and fourth decades of the XVI century are
still to be studied. Little is known about them. The Portuguese
historian Mendez Pinto writes that the Chinese, due to the serious

25 The term Folangki was derived by the Chinese from the Arab-Persian
Forange or Fisingi, meaning “Franks”. Cfr. C. H. BOXER, op. cit.,, 452,
footnote 7. During the period under study the term Folangki- Franks —
has to be found in the Crusades, when most of the Christian crusaders were
Frank cavaliers. Hence also the name lingua franca, or universal language,
for the language, for the language of the Franks.

26 Quoted by C. R. BOXER, op. cit.,, 16-117.

FERNAO MENDES PINTO, La Peregrination ... La Chine et le Japon
au XVIe giécle vue par un portugais. Presentation de A. J. V. Saraiva,
Tempts et continents, Paris, Calman-Leiy, 1968.
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abuses they had received from the Portuguese, destroyed by sword
and fire the incipient Portuguese colonies in the east®”

However, since with their powerful ships the Portuguese
defended the coasts of China against the pirates, the Chinese
allowed them to establish themselves in Macao, a little port not
far from Canton. This became the permanent point of contact
between the two people.

Following in the wake of the Portuguese, and under the sha-
dow of their mighty ships, the missionaries arrived. In 1534
Goa, seat of the Portuguese Viceroy of India, became a diocesis.
Its jurisdiction reached as far as China.

The great dreamer and missionary, St. Francis Xavier, was
convinced that once China became Christian the rest of the East

27In his Anacefalacosis, Mendez Pinto tells about two tragic clashes
between Chinese and Portuguese. One happened in the following manner: a
Portuguese merchant, Lanzarote Pereira, was deceived by some Chinese tra-
ders. In retaliation, Pereira assassinated some Chinese from a neighboring
town. In revenge for this, the Chinese gathered an army of sixty thousand
men and passed by the sword more than 80C Portuguese. The city was razed
to the ground. Mendez Pinto comments sadly: “Certe imprudentia summa
est, etiam appellabo impudentia in alieno regno velle per fas et nefas injurias
vindicare, cumtales in caput redundaturos nemo dubitet.

Non solum hoc sumus malum passi, eversa civitate, quam fundaveramus
opulentam, sed alius majus experti sumus. Pessime coepit audire Lusitanum
nomen adeo, et ubique probriis, et maledictis proscinderemus, nullusque esset
in Sina portus, a quo non reficeremus tamquam suspecti; infidi, cacodoemo-
‘nes, et si quod alliud malum nomen est, id nobis accommodarent omnes illi-
vicini, latius disseminata infamia”, Quoted in COLIN-PASTELLS, Labor
Evangélica de los Obreros de la Compaiita de Jesus en las Islas Filipinas,
I, Barcelona, 1903, p.304, note 3. Hereinafter to be quoted as Labor.

When Mendez Pinto visited the city in 1555, in the company of Fr. Melchor
(Igﬁflifz. he still found a cross with the sign INRI, underneath the name Duarte

oello.

The second case happened in Chincheo, where the Portuguese had estab- -
lished themselves. Another Portuguese trader, Arias Botello, did not want
to pay to the Chinese traders a certain amount owed to them by a Christian
Armenian trader. He even took forcefully something from them. The
Chinese became furious and with the approval of the Chinese officials, and
with a small army, destroyed the whole city. Bitterly, Mendez Pinto laments:

. “Certe civitatem et portum amissimus. et, (quod magnum damnum acce-
pimus) nomen bonum pretiosius multis divitiis”, In: Labor, I, 264-265, note

Cfr: GEORG S. SCHURHAMMER, S.J., Fernao Mendez Pinto und secine
“Peregrinacao” und “O descobrimento de Japao pelos Portugueses no ano
de 15643, in: Anais da Academia Portuguesa da Historia (AAHP) 2nd. ser.,.
Vol. I (1946), 1-172; LAGOA, VISCONDE DE, A Peregrinacao de Fernao
Mendez Pinto, Tentativa de Recomstitucao geografica, Lisbon, 1947; LE
GENTIL, Fernao Mendez Pinto, un precurseur de l'exotisme an XVI siécle,
Paris, 1947; COLLIS, MAURICE, The Grand Peregrination. Being the Life
and Adventures of Fernao Mendez Pinto, London, 1969, .
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would follow suit. He had noticed Japan’s cultural affinity and
dependency upon China. He tried earnestly to enter that hidden
kingdom. He died at the doorstep of China, in the little island
of Shan-Chuan in 1552.28

After St. Francis Xavier, many missionaries fried to enter
China. Melchor Nuifiez Barreto, Jesuit provincial of India and
Japan, and the Portuguese Dominican, Gaspar de Santa Cruz, spent
a few months in Canton in 1555. Due to the terrible difficulties
the missionaries faced in entering China, they decided to establish
Macao as a station where they coulc wait for the best opportunity
to enter China. This chance presented itself in 1573 with Ale-
jandro Valignano, Miguel Ruggieri, Francisco Pasio and later on
Mateo Ricci. This topic, however, escapes the purpose of the study.
Precisely during these years the Spaniards of the Philippines were
trying to establish commercial and religious contacts with China.

2. The Spaniards and China: a meeting through the western
route

The Portuguese had arrived to China by sailing east. In the
second half of the XVI century the Spaniards reached the same
destination by sailing west and crossing the Pacific Ocean. One
can never stress enough the spell China cast on the European mind,
due especially to the descriptions of Marco Polo. These fabulous
narratives of rich and exotic towns and cities captivated the ima-
gination of the Europeans. The Spaniards, as soon as they arrived
to the Philippines in 1565, tried to enter into contact with the fabu.-
lous Grand Cathay of Marco Polo.

The adelantado, Miguel Lopez de Legaspi, conqueror of the
Philippines, wrote to Philip II? in 1567 announcing the possi-

28 Cfr, K. S. LATOURETTE, op. cit., 86.

29 Cfr. PEDRO TORRES LANZAS-PABLO PASTELIS, S.J. Catd-
logo de los documentos relatives a las Islas Filipinas existentes en él Archivo
de Indias. Historia Gemeral de Filipinas, I, Barcelona, 1926, pp. CCXCIII -
CCXCIV; Letter of Miguel Lopez de Legaspi to Philip 11, Cebu, July 23, 1667,
jn: Archivo General de Indias (AGI), Filipinas 6; English Translation of the
letter, in: E. H. BLAIR -J. A. ROBERTSON, The Philippine Islands 1493-
1898, (55 vols.), Cleveland, 1905-1909, Vol. II, 234-239. The work will be
hereinafter quoted as BRPI. The letter is also found in: Colonization and
Conguest of the Philippine by Spain, FBG, Manila 1965, 122-125; Letter of
Miguel Lopez de Legaspi to Philip 1I, June 26, 1668, in: BRPI, 239-243; also
in: Colonization and Conquest, p. 127; Letter of Miguel Lopez de Legaspi to
Philip II, Cebu, July 8, 1569 in: ISACIO R. RODRIGUEZ, Historia de la
Provincia Augustiniana del SSmo. Nombre de Jesiis de Filipinas, Vol. XIV,
Historia Agustiniana, Manila, 1978, pp. 30-81; F. J. MONTALBAN, SJ. E!
Patronato espaiiol y la conquista de Filipinas, Burgos, 1930, 104,
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bility of going to China and trying to enter that closed realm. He
did not want to move by himself, without first obtaining the per-
mission of the King. In the hope of a positive answer, Legaspi
started the construction of some gallies and ships to be used in a
possible attempt to conquer China.

In 1570, waiting for the King’s decision to tell the Spaniards
where to go, Legaspi again wrote to the King3 that if the royal
decision was for the Moluccas and the possession of the Spice
Islands, then Cebu was the best port. If, on the other hand, the
king decided to go north and to China, as all people in the Philip-
pines desired, then Manila was the most convenient location of a
port.

The royal officials of the Philippines also wrote to the King
praising and giving thanks because 2 great door was being opened
for them.®!

In 1572 the King, in an answer to the Viceroy of Mexico, en-
dorsed Legaspi’s plan. As soon as Legaspi received the news from
the viceroy, he set things in motion to achieve the plan. Death
overtook him in 1572, without having achieved much.’? With Le-
gaspi’s death, all came to a stop. Francisco de Ortega, the Augus-

tinian missionary, writes about this:

“The voyage of exploration to China was not put into
execution because of the death of governor, Miguel Lopez
de Legaspi, who was very obedient to God’s and your
Excellency’s command. After his death, there was little

80 Letter of Miguel Lopez de Legaszn to Philip 1I, Panay, July 25, 1570,
in: BRPI IIl, 108-112; Spanish original in: AGI, Patronato 24. Also in:
ISACIO R. RODRIGUEZ Historia, XIV, 50, where we read: “I would like
to be sure whether your Majesty wants us to go to Maluco and surroundmg
lands. To achieve this, Cebu is better than any other part, for it is a good
and spacious port. If your Majesty’s wili is to go north, to the coast of
China, it is better to settle down in the islend of Luzon, wherefrom the Maese-
de Campo just arrived. He discovered a small port, good enough for six
ships, one and a half league away from Manila, the capital of that whole
province”; Cfr. COLIN-PASTELLS, Labor, II, 662. .

81 Cfr. Letter of the royal offwwls to thlzp 11, Panay July 25 15‘70 in
AGI, Flhpmas 29; Cfr. ISACIO R. RODRIGUEZ, Historia, XIV, :

32 Cfr. Letter of Francisco de Ortega to the Vweroy of Memco Mamla,.,
June 6, 1573, in: ISACIO R. RODRIGUEZ, Historia, XIV, p. 146. The letter.
is also in- TORRES PASTELLS, Catdlogo, 11, p. XI, in BRPI, 34, 269-370;
in: Colonization and Conquest, 221-222, Cfr. JESUS GAYO ARAGON,
O.P., Ideas Juridico-Teolbgicas de los religiosos de Filipinas en el mlo XV. 1 :
sobre la conquista de las islas, Manila, 195C, p. 31.
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good will in him who had the power to execute this com-
mand. He and other captains tried to hinder it from
the very beginning. Hence, they decided against it, in
order not to push through with it. The governor, may he
rest in peace, was determined to carry out what your
excellency had commanded... What I am able to say
from the little I know ... is that it is a very desirable thing

. and a very important matter, out of which great service
might be rendered to Our Lord, to your Majesty, profit
to the Royal Exchequer and increase to the royal estate.
And this could have been done lawfully and in accordance
with Christian laws, as his Majesty so wishes and
orders...”ss

Ortega accuses Guido de Lavezaris, Legaspi’s successor, of
hindering the voyage to China. This is true, but Lavezaris did
30 for the simple reason that the Spaniards were few in the Philip-
pines, and they were without a solid base of operation in the East.
He was not opposed to the general plan, but an attempt at the
conquest of China under those circumstances was tantamount to
failure. What the Spaniards needed most were military reinforce-
ment and supplies. Only then could they carry with a hope of
success the voyage of exploration.3¢

The geographical knowledge of China and its coast was mini-
mal. The conquest of so vast an empire could not be attempted
before its coasts could be reconnoittered. In 1574 governor Lave-
zaris sent to Philip II two maps of China. In the letter accom-
panying the maps, he wrote:

“T trust in God that from this small beginning your
Majesty will extend your kingdoms and seigniories in
greater numbers, bringing to the knowledge of the holy
Catholic faith so many blinded and barbarian people who
are found in these regions, among them is to be included
the vast kingdom of China and many others. This trea-
sure, heaven has in store for your Majesty to acquire dur-
ing your happy reign’.3®

38 Ibidem, in: ISACIO R. RODRIGUEZ, Historia, XIV, 146. Transla-
tion mine. Cfr. Archivo Historico Hispano-Americano, (AHHA), IV, Madrid,
1915, pp. 134-135.

84 Cfr, Letter of Governor Guido de Lavezaris to Philip II, Manila, June
29, 1578, in: ISACIO R. RODRIGUEZ, Historia, XIV, 148-155; in BRPI
II1, 180-181. Cfr. Letter of Governor Guido de Lavezaris to Philip II, Manila,
July 80, 1574, in: BRPI, III, 284.

85 Letter of Governor Guido de Lavezaris to Philip II, Manila, July 30,
1874, in: ISACIO R. RODRIGUEZ, Histeria, XIV, 204, translation mine.
Cfr. BRPI, 3, 283-284. Cfr. Colonization end Conguest, 284. Cfr. TORRES-
PASTELLS, Catdlogo, II, p. XRII.
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It is, then, clear that Lavezaris also cherished the dream of
conquering China.

Captain Diego de Artieda, in a report sent from the Philip-
pines®*® wondered at the fabulous wealth of China and its high
civilization. He declared himself ready to explore the ccast of
China and cross the whole country if need be. Artieda writes:

“This [China] is a vast country — so much so that,
as we are assured, it extends as far as Tartary; for mer-
chants who have traded there say that the two nations
are at war with each other. Tbhe Chinese are highly civi-
lized. They work iron with tocls. I have seen iron inlaid
with gold and silver, ag cunningly and skillfully wrought
as they could be in any part of the world. In like manner,
they work in wood and all other materials. The Portu-
guese say that the Chinese are good people, that they pos-
sess something of the light of the world, but they see it
with one eye... The people dress well. .. the women are
very beautiful, except that they all have small eyes. They
wear long shirts and robes, reaching to the ground. They
dye and dress their hair carefully, and it is even said that
they rouge and color their faces... the country is so fer-
tile and well provisioned, that it is believed to be the best
in the world. ..

“If your Majesty desires tc have this land explored
I am at your service, provided I be given two ships about
two hundred and fifty tons each, with forty soldiers to
each vessel, and all the artillery, ammunition, and provi-
sions that will be necessary. Then, with our Lord’s help.
and bearing some power of ambassador to the lord of the
land, I will enter the country myself, returning by way of
Nueva Espafia after having explored the coast. I will
ascertain how both trade and conquest must be carried
on there.. .37

The viceroy of Mexico shared the same view. If the “affair”
of China were to be seriously considered, there was a need to recon-
noiter the land and study the country in order to obtain better in-
formation. Abovg all, there was a need to send more and better

36 Cfr. Relation of the Islands of the West called the Philippines, in:
Coleccion de Documentos inéditos de ultramar, Tomo 2, Filipinas 24; Cfr.
BRPI, III, 204-206; Colonization and Conquest, 250; Cfr. Letter of Andres
de Mirandaola to Philip II, Cebu, June 8, 1669, in: BRPI, III, 41-42.

37 Cfr. BRPI, III, 205-206.
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soldiers than those ordinarily sent from Mexico. Only good sol-
diers could attempt the conquest of China, when that moment
arrived. The soldiers born in Mexico, due to the climate and soft
way of life, could never participate in that enterprise. The harsh
life and the heat of the Philippines made them unfit for the task.3®

During the first twenty years of the Spanish dominion in the
Philippines, nothing concrete was ever done regarding the “affair”
of China. But the pull and attraclion of that Kingdom, and the
hope of final conquest, were always there. The reported wealth
‘of China, its fabulous cities and fortresses, were still the daily
talk of soldiers and conquerors.?®* China was the biggest and
mightiest kingdom on earth, but a handful of brave Spanish soldiers
could conquer if any time they wanted.*®

One of the most romantic persons, continuously dominated by
the thought of conquering China, was the governor don Francisco
de Sande (1575-1580). In his astonishing simplicity and lack of
real knowledge of China, he thought of the “affair” not only as a
project, but as a very easy enterprise. It was an obligation the
Spaniards had contracted with history. He wrote to Philip II:

38 Cfr. Letter of the Viceroy of Mexicc to Philip I1, Mexico, December b,
1573, in: BRPI, III, 211-212, Cfr. Colonization and Conquest, 256. The ori-
ginal letter is published in: Cartas de Indias, Madrid, 1877, 290-296. Re-
garding the need for more and better soldiers he writes: “As for the main-
land of China, it is so large a land and so thickly settled that one of its
hundred divisions, according to report, ic as big as half the world itself.
It is learned from the Chinese that they admit strangers only with reluctance
to their land. For this reason more and better soldiers would be needful
than those who could go from this land. for those born here are but little
used to hardship — although it is also understood that the people of China,
in spite of possessing weapons, horses and artillery, are but little superior
in valour to the Indians”, pp. 211-212. About the need for exploration, we
read: “I had given orders that, when any ship should come from the islands,
it should reconnoiter the coast of China on the way, in order that more
qurmation of the land and its commerce might be obtained. I give your
Majesty an account of this before the step was taken; and I likewise enclosed
the instructions concerning the procedure, which I thought should be observed.
General Miguel Lopez had ordered that it should be adhered to, but when
he died it appeared to Guido de Labezaris to be a dangerous enterprise on
account of the coast being unfamiliar and unknown, as well as a region
where our ships might fall in with the Portuguese or other people”, pp. 215.

39 Cfr. Letter from Andres de Mirandaola to Philip II, Mexico, January
8, 1574, in: BRPI, III, 225-229

40 Cfr. News from the Western Islands by Hernando Rigquel and others,
Mexico, January 11, 1574, in: BRPIL, 244, They wrote: “There are many
very populous cities on the way, but if his Majesty would be pleased so to
command, they could be subdivided and conquered with less than sixty good
Spanish soldiers”.
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“This enterprise would be casy of execution and of
little expense as the Spanish peopla would go without pay,
and armed at their own cost. They will be chosen from
the provinces, and will be glad to pay the expenses. The
only cost will be for the agents, officers for the construc-
tior and command of galleys, artillerymen, smiths and
engineers and the ammunitions and artillery. Food can
be supplied to them here, and the troops are energetic,
healthy and young. This is the empire and the greatest
glory which remains for the king of the world, the
interest which surpass all other and the greatest to God.

“I think that I have drawn a true picture of the peo-
ple as they are the best in the world for tributaries.
They have waged war against the King of Tartaria. If
they made war on this coast, his occupation and even that
of both, God helping, would soon be over. They have
made enemies in this archipelago, who are more valiant
than they and who will be of great help. I beseech your
Majesty to provide what is most fitting, that the power
andkliaws of so just and great a king may encircle the
world” 4t

What titles could governor Sande adduce to justify the con-
quest of China? Was he convinced it fell under the Spanish
demarcation line?

The conquest of China seemed good and convenient to secure
the future of the Philippines and the subsistence of the Spaniards
in the Far East. The Philippines was not worthy the expenses
incurred by the Spanish Royal Exchequer.#? There was an urgent
need to look for other sources of income to defray the royal
expenses and get sure profit in return.

In any cause could be found to declare war on the rulers of
China, it was one given by Sande himself: the vices of the Chinese.

41 Letter of Governor Francisco Sande to Philip I1, Manila, June 2. 1576,
in: BRPI. IIl, pp. 312-318. Original Spanish Relation in TORRES-PAS-
TELLS, Catalogo, III, XLIII; Also in: W. E. RETANA, Archivo del Biblis-
file Filipino, 11, Madrid, 1896, 49-50.

42 Cfr. Relation of Governor don Francisco Sande, Manila, June 7, 1576,
in: BRPI, IV, 73.

Letter of Governor Ronquillo de Pefialosa to Philip 11, Manila, June 16, .
1682, in: BRP1, V, 25-26.
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In the view of Sande they were cowards, thieves, sodomites, evil
doers, ready to sell even their honor for anything.*

It can be recalled that Sepulveda,** who had defended the jus-
tice of the wars in America against the Indians due to their own
vices, had many sympathizers and followers in the vast Spanish
overseas dominions. Sande had a terribly low opinion of the
Chinese. In the same report to the King he said that it was an
evil race. If the Chinese were today the masters of the whole
world, they still would commit tomorrow a thousand treasons to

obtain one penny.#s

The prohibition against foreigners to enter China played a
great role in smouldering the crusade spirit of the Spaniards in
the Philippines.*®

The sangleyes, Chinese merchants from China, had complete
freedom to come to the Philippines. They were allowed to settle
down, if they so desired. Against the Jus Gentium, the Chinese
authorities did not allow the Spaniards to enter China, prohibiting
under most severe penalties any type of intercourse. The

43 “The war with this nation is most just, for it gives freedom to poor,
wretched people who are killed, whose children are ravished by strangers,
and whom judges, rulers and King treat with unheard-of-tyranny. Each
speaks ill of his neighbor; and almost all of them are pirates, when any
occasion arises, so that none are faithful to their king. Moreover a war
could be waged against them because they prohibit people from entering their
country. Besides, I do not know, nor have 1 heard of, any wickedness that
they do not practice; for they are idolators, sodomites, robbers and pirates
both by land and sea. And in fact the sea, which ought to be free according
to the law of nations, is not so, as far as the Chinese are concerned; for
whosoever navigates within their reach is killed and robbed, if they can do
it... It is safe to say that no matter what good we might do them they
will always give us a thousand causes for a just war. Now, my opinion is,
may it please your Majesty, that it would be an advantage to have a suf-
ficient force of soldiers, so that, under any circumstances whatsoever, they
may find us ready”, Relation of the Philippine Islands by Governor Fran-
cisco de Sonde, Manila, June 7, 1576 ni: BRPI, 4, 59-60.

44 JUAN GINES DE SEPULVEDA, Democrates segundo o de las jus-
tas gzussgs de la guerra contra los indios, ed. Angel Losada, Madrid, 1951,
PPp. 64-0o.

45 Relation of the Philippine Islands, ibidem, 89-90. “This is so evil a race
that if today the whole world were given them, tomorrow they would commit
a thousand treasons to steal one single real”

46 Cfr. Letter of Andres de Mirandaola to Philip II, Mexico, January 8,
1574, in: BRPI, III, 228. “It seemed that there was no way of getting there-
because as we are told, a law had been passed that no foreigner whatever
might enter the ‘mainland under the penalty of losing his life; and those who
convey them thither should receive the same punishment. Accordingly, no
one dared to take foreigners thither”.
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Spaniards of the Philippines, particularly governor Francisco de
Sande, considered this a casus belli.

What was the final result of all these “plans” about the con-
quest of China? Did the Spaniards of the Philippines really set
things in motion to carry out the “affair”’ of China? Was this
plan ever taken seriously, or was it interpreted as something
crazy? Did the mew settlers of the islands ever suspect the
enormous difficulties implied in the realization of this plan? Were
there no other means to establish contacts between the Spaniards
and the Chinese in the manner achieved by the Portuguese at
Macao? What other means, outside the military ones, could be
essayed to force the entry into China?

The Spanish authorities in Madrid decided against the plan.
A military attempt was totally out of the question. The Royal
officials in Madrid hoped that trade relations between the two
people should really be started. The Council of Indies and the
Spanish King rejected any type of military plan. The greatness
and vastness of China, without cowing thg Spanish crown, helped
the Council and the King to think twice about any plan for mili-
tary conquest. The crown and the king opted for diplomatic means.
To cut from the root any possibility of continuing with the plan,
and to shatter the imperialistic dreams of the Spaniards in the
Philippines, especially of the romantic governor Francisco de
Sande, the King forbade even the discussion of the plan. A new
political way was adopted which was more friendly and diplomatic,
with the hope that China would open its doors to trade and to
what all people so highly desired, the entry of Christian missiona-
ries and the preaching of the Gospel. The maintenance of friend-
ship with China was recommend. The marginal notes to the Rela-
tion of Sande were formally incorpsrated into the body of a royal
cedula addressed to the governor. The royal cedula reads thus:

“As regards the conquest of China, that you think
should be attempted, surely here we think it should not
be discussed at the moment. Rather you have to try to
establish good friendship with the Chinese. You ought
not to become friendly to corsairs who are enemies of the
Chinese or give for the Chinese to have a just cause for
indignation against us. You have to act well, in accord- . -
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ance with our decree; furthermore you have to inform
us of the development of everything. In the future, once
affairs of that land will become clearer, we may come to
see that something new may be attempted, you shall be
ordered as regards what ought to be done. In the mean-
while, you shall try to govern what is under your care in
such manner that our Lord and we shall be served.*”

3. Missionary penetration into China from the Philippines

All attempts to establish commercial and diplomatic relations
with the Chinese government were in vain. The entry of foreign-
ers into China and the preaching ard acceptance of foreign reli-
gions, were offenses punished with capital punishment.** Com-
merce and trade took place in Manila. Thousands of Chinese
merchants flocked to Manila to look for the Mexican silver in ex-
change for silks, porcelains, flour, iron and other articles highly
appreciated in the Philippines. The Spaniards could not get near
China. To do so was very.risky and dangerous. The Chinese
were not hindered to trade with the Philippines, on the contrary
they were heartily welcomed to the islands.

a. The Augustinians in China

The Spanish missionaries who had come to the Philippines did
not let time pass without atiempting to go into that hidden realm.
The missionary opportunities in the Philippines were vast and
enormous, but the cultural level of the Chinese, their religion and
philosophy, exercised such a powerful pull that the missionaries
felt obliged to leave the Philippines and go to China. Most of
them yearned for the day when they would be able to abandon
the Philippines and enter that mysterious realm. The Philip-:
pines, for most of them, was but a jumping-pad. The natives of
the Philippines, compared to the Chinese, were well behind in
culture and civilization.

47 Royal Cedula to Governor don Francisco de Sande, San Martin de la
Y‘?ga, éipril 29, 1579, in: AGI, Filipinas 339, Lib. I, fr. 80. Cfr. BRPI,
, P. 94

48 Letter of Andrés de Mirandaola to Philip II, México, January 8, 1574,
in: BRPI, III, 228. JUAN GONZALEZ DE MENDOZA 0.5.A,, Historia
del Gran Reino de la China, in: BRPI, VI. 124-125.
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- The Augustinians, the pioneers in the work of evangelization
in the Philippines, under the leadership of Urdaneta, Rada and
Herrera, would have liked to go to China. They were waiting
for the pertinent orders from Philip II to do so.*?

These religious adopted, at times, a contradictory attitude.
While they denied to the Spaniards the right of conquest of the
Philippines, we find that Martin de Rada, the most representative
of all the Augustinians, did not see anything wrong to advice the
conquest of China, since it fell under the Spanish jurisdiction.5®

These dreams of conquest of Martin de Rada, if ever they had
seriously been entertained by him, soon gave way to the earnest.
efforts towards the spiritual and evangelical conquest of China.
The project of armed entry ran counter to the ideals of the
Augustinians and those of Martin de Rada himself. Thus, they
did not let a single chance pass without attempting to enter China
to bring there the liberating Gospel of Christ. When in 1572,
Miguel Lopez de Legaspi set thingy in motion to send an envoy
from the Philippines to the governor of Chincheo, with the hope
of establishing commercial and diplomatic relations with China,

49 Fr. Diego de Herrera was hoping for that. He wrote to the Spanish
King: “As regards the conversion of these natives, we have not yet started
in earnest, waiting to see what your Majesty’s will shall be, because since
near Cebu there are so large and rich countries that belong to your Majesty,
such as China, Lequios, Javas, Japan, we understood we would be sent to
them and abandon this country. For although they have many mines and
rivers of gold, they are little when compared to other lands. People are
very barbarian, without lords. Now, since we know what your Majesty’s
will is, we shall start in earnest, because up to now no more than one hun-
dred people have been baptized”: Letter of Fr. Diego de Herrera, 0.8.A. to
Philip 11, México, January 16, 1570, in: ISACIO R. RODRIGUEZ, Historia,
XIV, p. 40. Cfr. TORRES-PASTELLS, Catdlogo, II, p. CCXCVIIL

50 Cfr. Letter of Fr. Martin de Rada O.S.A. to the Viceroy of Mexico,
Cebu, July 8, 1569, in: BRPI, XXXIV, pp. 227. We read: “If his Majesty
wishes to get hold of China, which we know to be a very large and rich
land and of high civilization, with cities, forts, and walls much greater than
those of Europe, he must first have a settlement in these 