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many achievements that caused changes for the better. Onme
achievement for which he is greatly admired and, perhaps, even
envied, was the baptism of Alimuddin, King of the Muslim King-
dom of Jolo. A study of Father Arrechedera’s life in the Philip-
pines would, without doubt, reveal that he was a great man.

I aim to present a study on Father Juan Arrechedera’s life
in the Philippines: his activities and achievements. Although I
have tried to collect as much necessary data as possible, the lack
of certain information has presented limitations. However, with
the materials available to me I have made a great effort to make
this article as complete and accurate as possible.

JUAN DE ARRECHEDERA: A STUDY OF
HIS LIFE IN THE PHILIPPINES

Father Juan Arrechedera was a native of Caracas, South
America. He donned the Dominican habit at the Santa Cruz Con-
vent in Caracas. He received his Doctorate from the University
of Mexico and was a Master of theology in his Order before he
came to the Philippines.

When Father Arrechedera first came to these islands in
1718, he had, perhaps, little notion of the importance of the role
he was to play here. The positions he held speak of an accom-
plished man, which he was.

His first appointment upon reaching the Philippines was to
be Vicar of the house of San Telmo in Cavite. This was in 1714.
In 1716, he became president of the House of San Telmo, holding
that office until 1718 after which he was appointed Superior of
the Dominican Province in the Philippines and held that posi-
tion until 1722. While still serving as Superior of the Philip-
- pine Dominican Province, he was also appointed as Commissary
of the Holy Office of the Inquisition. This was in 1720. While
he was holding this office, an incident seriously affecting the
commercial interests of the islands took place. This incident in
which he was to play an important part was to reveal an aspect
of Father Arrechedera’s personality: that he was a man of in-
telligence who saw at once the root of the matter in any situation.






28 MARGARITA R. COJUANGCO

of Binondo. He held this position for one year. From 1743 until
1745, he was rector and chancellor of the University of Santo
Tomas. On July 28, 1744, he was appointed Bishop of the pro-
vince of Nueva Segovia (Northern Luzon), that seat being made
vacant by the death of the former Bishop, Jerénimo Herrera y
Lépez. A year later, on September 21, 1745, when Don Gaspar
de la Torre, Governor-general of the Philippines, died, Bishop
Arrechedera became Governor-general of the islands, ad interim.
This was in view of the fact that the position of Archbishop of
Manila was then vacant, and thus in accordance with the law,
the Royal Audiencia acknowledged Juan de Arrechedera, Bishop-
elect of Nueva Segovia, as acting governor-general, for his was
the seat closest to the central government.

As governor of the islands, Arrechedera was faced with vast
responsibilities, bringing with it numerous problems. He handled
these responsibilities with utmost skill, unconsciously bringing
upon himself an admiration not only from his colleagues, but from
his superiors in Spain as well.

One of the first things that he did as governor was to fortify
the cities of Manila and Cavite, for there was a threat of an
English invasion. Governor Arrechedera visited these fortified
places to inspect the defenses and supplies. Finding defects, he
had the fortifications repaired. He also purchased arms and col-
lected metals of different kinds and melted them to make into
cannons of different calibers. He turned the once neglected army
into a well-disciplined company of soldiers that could be relied
upon in times of crisis.

In October, 1739, as a result of injuries inflicted on British
commerce in the West Indiest war had been declared by England
against Spain. Because of this, an order had been issued (by the
government in Spain) that while Spain was at war with England,
no galleon should sail from Manila to Acapulco for fear that those
rich cargoes would fall int¢ the hands of the English. There was
a danger of their being waylaid by the enemy. Reasonably so,
the merchants petitioned Governor Arrechedera to suspend this

4 Ibid., p. 23;.
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Alimuddin, King of Jolo. This achievement was a distinctive
feather in Arrechedera’s Cap because in those days (perhaps even
now) it was extremely hard to convert a Muslim to the Catholic
faith, much less a Sultan.

THE STORY OF ALIMUDDIN, KING OF JOLO

King Philip V wrote Alimuddin, Sultan of Jolo, requesting
permission for the missionaries to be allowed to preach freely
in the sultanate of Jolo. Permission was asked for any convert
among Alimuddin’s subjects to be allowed to freely embrace and
practice the Catholic faith if they should so desire. To this,
Alimuddin replied that he was granting this request. Further-
more, he was going to allow his son and heir, Muhammad Israel,
to receive religious instructions from the missionaries. As for
himself, he would remain open to the Catholic faith, and, if so
moved, might even embrace. it.

Alimuddin’s favorable attitude towards Christianity, plus the
presence of missionaries in Jolo, however, brought upon him the
ire of his people. The principal datus particularly...found it in-
tolerable that their Sultan, who was their religious head as
well as their temporal ruler, should harbor in his own household
priests of the Christian faith.® Even as protests became stronger
and more violent, Alimuddin would not send the missionaries
away. He tried to appease his people by withdrawing his son Mu-
hammad Israel from religious instructions but affairs worsened.
Alimuddin was forced to seek aid against his brother Bantilan,
who had emerged as leader of the opposition. Thus in 1748, he
came to Manila for that purpose.

Alimuddin was warmly received in Manila by Governor Arve-
chedera. It was a royal welcome.

“All houses and streets were decorated and filled with
welcoming throngs, singers and musicians. A guard of 2,000
soldiers on foot and 800 on horseback lined the streets, which

6 Horacio de la Costa, S.J., Asia and the Philippines: Collected Historical
Papers, (Manila: Solidaridad Publishing House, 1967), p. 87.
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I must do some proceedings that once done I will decide on
what is more convenient and agreeable to our Lord.”®

Once again Alimuddin wrote Archbishop Martinez de Arizala
cn April 3, 1750:

“I received your letter dated March 27. In spite of your
words which I venerate with respect, I feel obliged to re-
peat my request... so that ... your most Reverend Lordship

%rri'mt to me this privilege for which I will always be grate-
u .”10

Another letter of Alimuddin to Pedro Martinez de Arizala
reads like this:

“...I hope not to embarrass your pastoral concern if I insist
again asking for the same request. I would like your most
Reverend Lordship not to delay in your concession for God’s
great glory and for the good of my soul. You know already
my wish of being numbered in the holy church. It is more
than 17 years now that I awoke to the yearning of knowing
the tl('iue Religion and at present this yearning has in-
creased...

“I wish to be worthy of being granted your consent for re-
ceiving baptism since I am already well-prepared as it is
attested in the certificate of Father Patricio del Barrio...”1?

This was the reply of the Archbishop to Alimuddin:

“I have received your second letter and memorial ... regard-
ing the matter of your baptism. This sacred action requires
time, if it is to be given its dignity, as I told you in my first
letter, March 27. Thus, you must be patient, but do not have
any doubt that if the effects correspond to my good inten-
tions. .. I myself will grant the permission and I will be the
minister of the sacrament.”:2

The truth behind Archbishop Martinez de Arizala’s refusal
to grant Alimuddin’s request, was, as already mentioned, the for-
mer’s suspicions that the Sultan was merely after political ad-
vantages. This suspicion he confided to Governor Arrechedera
who had endorsed the matter to him. The Archbishop wrote on
January 26, 1750:

9 Ibid.

10 I'bid.

11 Ibid.
12 Jbid.
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garding the moral aspect of his life, as you yourself said, only
God can judge and the time itself is a great discoverer of
man’s innermost being. Even though some people may think
that the matter of the Sultan’s baptism is rash, that is not
true...

... I hope you will accede to our decision if that is for God’s
glory ...”14

Meantime, to show his sincerity in asking for baptism, Ali-

muddin shaved off his beard, which was a symbol of the Muslim
faith, With devotion, he would kiss the foot of the Holy Cross.
Also, as Arrechedera mentioned, the Sultan gave up his concu-
bines without complaint. And, as the governor mentioned in
another letter to the Archbishop of Manila, he said:

“...He did all that with joy, showing himself ready to give
up his life before giving up the Christian religion... he told
me that he wanted to live in Binondo, that he was not think-
ing anymore of those who ask for it and have acquired the
proper instructions... I am surprised that you, who have
the power of the church in these isles will favor to extend
the time or if not, deny the sacrament of baptism. If he
goes to Zamboanga or Jolo, the danger of perversion is ob-
vious because of his own people’s influence; but not only that,
but also the regret that the Sultan himself may feel if he
sees that we mistrust his own word. .. he is aware that he is
a king... and as a king he is treated by Felipe V, king of
Spain. If the Sultan will go astray in Zamboanga or Jolo,
we will have a lost sheep and a lost soul.

...Our king... Felipe V promises his protection and help
to the Sultan if he allows the free preaching of the gospel in
his kingdom, how much more if the Sultan himself is the one
to ask for baptism...”1s

Archbishop Pedro Martinez de Arizala, however, was not

convinced. His suspicions regarding Alimuddin’s motives remained.
Thus, he replied to Arrechedera:

“L was surprised at your answer to my last letter... in which
I talked to you about the matter of the Sultan... I think I
have already a steady and firm judgment on it as I ex-
plained :c;) you in the lagt letter... I am afraid I cannot please
you...”

14 I'bid.

18 Ibid,
16 Tbid.
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In 1755, this new governor, Marques de Ovando dispatched a
squadron to accompany the Sultan back to Jolo and reinstate him
as king. However, he was suspected of being an apostate, and
was arrested together with his entire retinue in Zamboanga and
sent back to Manila. The Sultan’s family and retinue were later
allowed to go home. But Alimuddin and his son and heir, Mu-
hammad Israel, were made to remain in Manila. Later, the Eng-
lish, who briefly occupied the Islands in 1763, reinstated Alimud-
din. After some time, the Sultan abdicated in favor of his son,
Muhammad Israel. Thus, ends the story of Alimuddin, Christian
King of Jolo.

CONCLUSION

What was Fray Juan de Arrechedera like? He was a man
who came to stay and die in those isles, far away from his own
land, in order to preach Christianity to our people. In coming
here he made a great sacrifice.

The responsibilities that he assumed, and the way in which
he handled them, speak well of him. For to occupy the highest posi-
tion in both spiritual and temporal aspects is to possess a capa-
city and a versatility not possessed by everyone. At his death,
they took his residencia, and he was declared:

“a gpod judge, vigilant rector and a zealous minister in the
service of both majesties; worthy to be emulated, rewarded
and employed as well in the most extraordinary jobs.”2t

This judgment was unanimously confirmed by the Supreme Coun-
cil of the Indies and by a Royal Cedula of January 20, 1754.22
Even Joaquin Martinez de Zufiiga who critized him and accused
him of mercenary reasons behind his prevention of the Chinese

21 “Biographical Memoirs of the Famous Father Ormaza and of the Most
Ilustrious Sir Arrechedera”, Cedulario 1746, Bureau of Records Manage-
mentml}g%uv-es Division, Manila.

id.
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