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JANNEL N. ABOGADO, OP

Fr. Jannel Abogado, O.P. is a member of the Philippine Dominican Province.
He is assigned in the Priory of St. Thomas Aquinas. He holds a doctorate degree in
Theology and Patristic Sciences from the Institutum Patristicuam Augustinianum,
Rome, Italy. He teaches Patrology at the Faculty of Theology of the University of Santo
Tomas, Manila. He can be contacted at jannelabogado.op@ust.edu.ph.

EuGcenNE DoMiNic V. ABoy, OP

Br. Eugene Dominic V. Aboy, OP is currently taking up his licentiate in
philosophy at the University of Santo Tomas Ecclesiastical Faculties in Manila. He
finished his bachelor’s degree in theology (magna cum laude) in 2023 and his bachelor’s
degree in philosophy (magna cum laude) in 2020 both at the same university. He can be
contacted at eugenedominic.aboy.eccle@ust.edu.ph.

NI1CANOR PI1ER GIORGIO AUSTRIACO, OP

Fr. Nicanor Pier Giorgio Austriaco, O.P,, is a Professor of Biological Sciences
and a Professor of Sacred Theology at the University of Santo Tomas in the Philippines.
He earned his Ph.D. in Biology from M.LT. where he was a fellow of the Howard Hughes
Medical Institute (HHMI), and a Pontifical Doctorate in Sacred Theology (S.Th.D.)
at the University of Fribourg in Switzerland. Fr. Austriaco is a Balik Scientist of the
Republic of the Philippines. He can be contacted at naustriaco@ust.edu.ph.

‘WILHELM B. BoNON, OP

Rev. Wilhelm B. Bofion, OP, is from Manaoag, Pangasinan, and entered the
Dominican Order in 2011. He took his first simple profession on May 23, 2015, and
was ordained as a Deacon on March 19, 2024. Currently, he is assigned to the Santo
Domingo Convent in Quezon City. He completed his AB Philosophy at the Philippine
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Dominican Center of Institutional Studies in Quezon City and his Bachelor in Sacred
Theology at the University of Santo Tomas. Furthermore, he earned his Licentiate and
Master of Arts in Sacred Theology (Church History) at UST. He can be contacted at
wilhelm.bonon.eccle@ust.edu.ph.

SipDHARTA B. CHIONG, OP

Siddharta Bayona Chiong, OP is a friar of the Dominican Province of the
Philippines. He obtained his Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy, magna cum laude at the
Dominican Center of Institutional Studies, his Bachelor in Sacred Theology, summa
cum laude and Licentiate-Masters in Arts in Philosophy, summa cum laude at the
UST Ecclesiastical Faculties. His research interests are in virtue-ethics, bioethics,
and existentialism. He has published papers in Routledge, Philippiniana Sacra, and
Colloquia Manilana. He is currently teaching in the University of Santo Tomas-Manila
and the University of Santo Tomas-Legazpi. He can be contacted at siddharta.chiong.
eccle@ust.edu.ph.

MARC ADRIAN DE LA PENA, OP

Marc Adrian H. de la Pefia, OP is a solemnly professed friar and deacon of the
Dominican Province of the Philippines. He is currently assigned in Santo Domingo
Convent, Quezon City. He finished his AB Philosophy in the Dominican Studium
Generale in Quezon City and his Bachelor in Sacred Theology and Licentiate/MA in
Philosophy at the University of Santo Tomas, Manila. He is currently teaching at the
Ecclesiastical Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Santo Tomas, Manila. He can
be contacted at marcadrian.delapena.eccle@ust.edu.ph

CATHERINE JOSEPH DROSTE, OP

Sister Catherine Joseph Droste, OP, is a member of the Dominican Sisters of
St. Cecilia, Nashville, Tennessee. She currently serves as Professor of Theology at the
Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum), where she also held roles as
Vice Dean and Dean of the Faculty of Theology, and Director of Collaboration. Her
areas of research include virtues and the moral life, the ecclesiology of religious life, and
the theology of St. Catherine of Siena. She can be contacted at catherine.droste@pust.it

RENE R. ESCALANTE

Rene Escalante earned his baccalaureate and master’s degree in Philosophy
from St. Camillus College Seminary and Ateneo de Manila University respectively. In
2001, University of the Philippines-Diliman conferred on him a Ph.D. degree in History.
De La Salle University sent him to Lincoln Memorial University in Tennessee as an
exchange professor in 2003. At present, he is a Full Professor of History of De La Salle
University and served as Chairman of the Department of History from 2006 to 2017.
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In 2010, President Benigno S. Aquino IIT appointed him Commissioner of the National
Historical Commission of the Philippines and was subsequently elected Chairman
in 2017. He also served as Chairman National Commission for the Culture and the
Arts (2022), EDSA People Power Commission (2017-2023) and Human Rights
Violation Victims Memorial Commission (2017-2023). The books that he wrote are
The American Friar Lands Policy: Its Framers, Context and Beneficiaries (2002), The
Bearer of Pax Americana: The Philippine Career of William H. Taft (2007) and History
of Hacienda de Imus, 1590-1910. He also published articles in local and international
journals and read papers in national and international conferences. He can be contacted
at rene.escalante@dlsu.edu.ph.

IvAN EFREAIM A. GOZUM

Ivan Efreaim A. Gozum is a college instructor at the Institute of Religion of the
Pontifical and Royal University of Santo Tomas, Manila where he obtained his Bachelor
of Arts in Philosophy and is now doing his Doctorate in Philosophy, major in Theology.
In addition, he holds a Master of Arts in Religious and Values Education degree from
Holy Angel University, Angeles City, Pampanga. His research interests include family
studies, philosophy of religion, medieval philosophy, Gabriel Marcel, Thomas Aquinas,
and Karol Wojtyla. As an emerging scholar, he has presented his papers at local and
international conferences and has published articles in academic journals, both here
and abroad. He can be contacted at iagozum@ust.edu.ph.

VINCE STANLEY B. IN1GO, OP

Br. Vince Stanley B. Inigo, OP is a solemnly-professed brother of the Dominican
Order who is currently completing his Licentiate and Master’s Degree in Philosophy at
the UST Ecclesiastical Faculties in Espafia, Manila and a cross-enrollee at the University
of the Philippines, Diliman — Institute of Islamic Studies. He is a novice scholar in the
specialization of Thomistic Philosophy particularly on the influence of the Arabian
Philosophical Tradition on Aquinas. Under the tutelage of the professors of the Institut
Dominicain d’Estudes Orientales (IDEO) in Cairo, Egypt, he began his formal training
in the study of the Arabic language. He can be contacted at vincestanley.inigo.eccle@
ust.edu.ph.

REGALADO TROTA JOSE

Regalado Trota José (ORCID ID: 0000-0001-9873-7411) studied
Anthropology and Philippine Studies (Art History) at the University of the Philippines
(U.P.). During his studies, he also performed with the U.P. Madrigal Singers in local and
international concerts. For close to S0 years he has researched, written, and mentored
on Philippine cultural heritage during the Spanish colonial period. He was the only lay
archivist of the 400-year-old University of Santo Tomas in Manila (2010-2021). In July
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2024, Mr. Jose was elected Chairperson of the National Historical Commission of the
Philippines. He can be contacted at trotajose13@gmail.com.

IAN JOEFFREY G. MELENDRES, OP

Br. Ian Joeffrey G. Melendres, OP is a deacon of the Dominican Province of
the Philippines. He hails from Maragusan, Davao de Oro. He graduated Bachelor of
Arts in Philosophy at Philippine Dominican Center of Institutional Studies, Quezon
City (2017). He then studied his Bachelor of Sacred Theology at the University of
Santo Tomas-Manila (2020). He also studied his Licentiate/Master of Arts in Sacred
Theology at UST (2024). He can be contacted at ianjoeffrey.melendres.eccle@ust.edu.
ph.

LESTER MENDONSA

Fr. Lester Mendonsa (ORCID ID: 0000-0002-4886-1219) is an incardinated
member of the Southern Vicariate of Arabia. From 1993 to 2005, he held pastoral
positions in Bahrain, the Sultanate of Oman and Qatar. From 2005 to 2019 he served
as a member of the Military Ordinariate of Canada, within which from 2014 to 2019
he was their Chancellor and Judicial Vicar. In 2022, he was appointed Vice-Chancellor
for the Diocese of Calgary, Canada and is currently the Judicial Vicar for the Diocese of
Tucson, Arizona, USA.In 2000, he also earned his Pontifical Doctorate in Sacred Biblical
Theology (ST.D.) in 2000 from the Angelicum in Rome, Italy. He has published articles
in 2022 and 2023 for the Philippiniana Sacra. He can be contacted at lestermendonsa@
yahoo.com.

JORGE MOJARRO ROMERO

Jorge Mojarro Romero (Huelva, 1980) (ORCID ID: 0000-0002-1949-8289)
is an Associate Professorial Lecturer III at the Department of Literature at University
of Santo Tomds. He earned his Ph.D. in Spanish and Latin American Literature at
Universidad de Salamanca. He researches the areas of Philippine Colonial Literature,
the History of the Printing Press in the Philippines, Philippine Literature in Spanish
Language, Missionary Linguistics, and South East Asian Studies. Dr. Mojarro has
published annotated editions of Teodoro Kalaw’s Hacia la Tierra del Zar (Renacimiento,
Sevilla, 2014) and Dominican Father Campa’s journeys to Mayoyao and Sierra Madre,
Entre las Tribus del Luzén Central (Renacimiento, Sevilla, 2016). Dr. Mojarro has been
a fellow of The Huntington Library (San Marino, CA) and the Lilly Library (Indiana
University). He has also edited three special issues on Philippine Literature in Spanish
for the peer-reviewed journals Revista de Critica Literaria Latinoamericana (December
2018), Unitas (May 2019), and Guaraguao (January 2021). He has recently edited vols.
3 and 4 of More Hispanic than We Admit (Vibal Foundation 2020 and 2023) and co-
edited with Javier Serrano En el Archipiélago de la Especierfa (Desperta Ferro, Madrid,
2021). He can be contacted at jmromero@ust.edu.ph.
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JuriaN CHRISTOPHER C. MORADA, OP

Br. Julian Christopher C. Morada, OP is a solemn professed student brother
of the Dominican Province of the Philippines. He is currently taking up his licentiate
in sacred theology, with specialization in moral theology, at the Ecclesiastical Faculties
of the University of Santo Tomas, Manila. He finished his bachelor’s degree in sacred
theology (2022) from the same university. He can be contacted at julianchristopher.
morada.eccle@ust.edu.ph.

LEO-MARTIN ANGELO R. OcamMPO

Leo-Martin Angelo R. Ocampo (ORCID ID: 0000-0003-4006-1249) is a
Faculty Member of the Institute of Religion, and Research Associate at the Center for
Theology, Religious Studies and Ethics at the Pontifical and Royal University of Santo
Tomds where he is finishing his doctoral studies, major in Theology. Aside from articles
in local and international journals, he has published more than ten titles, including a
single volume containing all the major works of Pope Francis in Filipino translation
published with permission from the Vatican. He is also Editor in Chief of Loyola Papers,
Associate Secretary of Catholic Teachers Guild of the Philippines and hosts the program
“Tinta ng Santo Papa” in Radio Maria Philippines on the writings of Pope Francis. He is
a professed lay Dominican of Sanctus Dominicus Lay Dominican Fraternity. He can be
contacted at Irocampo@ust.edu.ph.

HERMEL Pama, OP

Fr. Pama is a Filipino Dominican priest. He is Associate Professor at the Faculty
of Philosophy, University of Santo Tomas and Senior Lecturer III at the Department of
Anthropology of the University of the Philippines Diliman. As an anthropologist, his
Masters (UPD 1999) fieldwork focused on a religious group in Mt. Banahaw, south
of Manila, and the thesis-ethnography written in Filipino language demonstrates the
confluence of social structure in social and ritual organization. His doctoral fieldwork
(UPD 2014) was held in Bikol’s coastal villages. His dissertation-ethnography blends
ethnoarchaeology, oral narratives and archival work to understand the local history
of industrial modernity. He holds undergraduate degrees in philosophy from the
Dominican center of studies (1991) and theology from the University of Santo Tomas
(1994). He is currently on a postdoctoral program, “Humanities in the post-crisis
period” (2023/24) with the European Scientific Institute. He can be contacted at
hermelpama.op@ust.edu.ph.

MARCIANA AGNES G. PONSARAN

Marciana Agnes G. Ponsaran received her Ph.D. in Philosophy from the
University of Santo Tomas, Manila. She is a Full Professor at UST and teaches at the UST
Graduate School, Ecclesiastical Faculty of Philosophy, Faculty of Arts and Letters, and
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College of Science. She is also a researcher at the Center for Theology, Religious Studies,
and Ethics (CTRSE). Before joining CTRSE in 2016, she was a resident researcher
at the Research Center for the Natural and Applied Sciences (RCNAS) beginning in
2011. Her research works center on the ethics of emerging technologies focusing on
nanotechnology. Her publications include topics such as ethical and societal aspects of
nanomedicine, virtue ethics, and nanotechnology development, civil society discourses
in nanotechnology, nanotechnology’s implications for education, and ethics of Artificial
Intelligence. She has held various administrative posts at the University of Santo Tomas
and is currently the Office of the Rector’s Executive Secretary. She can be contacted at
mgponsaran@ust.edu.ph.

CHRISTIAN R. RaMos

Mr. Christian Ramos is taking his Master of Arts in Theology at the University
of Santo Tomas Graduate School. His research interests are the Philosophy of Religion,
History and Postmodernism, Historical Theology, Catholic Moral Theology/Sexual
Ethics, and Theology of Liturgy. Since his undergraduate studies, he developed his
insights on Charles Taylor and Joseph Ratzinger (Pope Benedict XVI). He is also a Lay
Brother from the Third Order of Carmelites of the Ancient Observance.” He can be
contacted at christian.ramos.gs@ust.edu.ph.

CAYETANO SANCHEZ FUERTES, OFM

Fr. Cayetano Sdnchez is a Franciscan Spanish. is a Spanish Franciscan. He
studied at the Antonianum University of Rome, where he graduated as a Bachelor in
Fundamental Theology. He lived for eleven years in the Philippines. For many years
he has been the director of the famous Archivo Franciscano fbero-Oriental. His last
publications are: San Pedro Batista y companeros protomartires de Japén, Madrid, 1919,
and Los franciscanos en Espafia y Extremo Oriente. Historia de la Provincia franciscana
de San Gregorio Magno de Filipinas, Cérdoba (Spain) 2023. He can be contacted at
sanchezfuertes.cayetano@gmail.com.

MicHAEL T. TABAO

Architect Michael Tabao is a faculty of the Architecture Department, School of
Architecture, Computing, and Engineering of the University of Saint Louis, Tuguegarao
City; alumnus of MS Architecture of Mapua University, Philippines and Sakura Science
Exchange Program, Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST), Japan. His research
interests include language documentation, history, heritage conservation, indigenous
and sustainable architecture, and architectural history. He is a member of Sakura
Science Club, Japan Science & Technology Agency, Japan and International Council
on Monuments and Sites (ICOMOS), Philippines. He is happily married to Gay
Cabanayan Soriano-Tabao. He can be contacted at mtabao@usl.edu.ph.
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