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Jannel N. Abogado, OP
Fr. Jannel N. Abogado, OP (ORCID ID: 0000-0001-5044-4812) is a member of 

the Philippine Dominican Province. He is assigned in the Priory of St. Thomas Aquinas. 
He holds a doctorate in Theology and Patristic Sciences from the Institutum Patristicum 
Augustinianum, Rome, Italy. He teaches Patrology at the Faculty of Theology of the 
University of Santo Tomas, Manila. He has written extensively on the development of 
Trinitarian theological discourse during the patristic era and has pioneered the study 
of the thought of Manuel Piñon, a contemporary Filipino Dominican Thomist. He is 
concurrently the Vice-Rector for Research and Innovation and Dean of the Faculty of 
Theology at the University of Santo Tomas.  He can be contacted at jannelabogado.op@
ust.edu.ph.

Allan A. Basas 
Prof. Allan A. Basas, S.Th.D. (ORCID ID: 0000-0001-8556-3811) earned his 

Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy from the Philippine Dominican Center for Institutional 
Studies and a Bachelor of Arts in Theology from the Faculty of Sacred Theology at the 
University of Santo Tomas (UST) in Manila. He continued his theological education 
at UST’s Ecclesiastical Faculties, where he obtained a Licentiate in Sacred Theology, a 
Master of Arts in Sacred Theology, and a Doctorate in Sacred Theology. 

Since 2003, Dr. Basas has been teaching theology courses across various 
faculties and colleges at the University of Santo Tomas (UST). He is actively involved 
in the M.A. and Ph.D. Theology programs at the UST Graduate School and teaches in 
both the Faculty of Sacred Theology and the Department of Philosophy within UST’s 
Ecclesiastical Faculties. Moreover, he serves as a research fellow at the UST Research 
Center for Theology, Religious Studies, and Ethics.

In addition to his teaching responsibilities, Dr. Basas has presented his research 
at national and international academic conferences and has published in high-impact 
scholarly journals in his field. He can be contacted at aabasas@ust.edu.ph.
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         Jovito V. Cariño
Jovito V. Cariño (ORCID ID: 0000-0002-5865-9823) is a member of the UST 

Department of Philosophy.  He also teaches at the Ecclesiastical Faculties and UST 
Graduate School. He is also a researcher at the Center for Theology, Religious Studies 
and Ethics. He studied Philosophy at the Ateneo de Manila University and the University 
of Santo Tomas. He can be contacted at jvcarino@ust.edu.ph.

Felix delos Reyes Jr., OP 
Fr. Felix delos Reyes Jr., OP (ORCID ID: 0000-0002-9686-2240) earned 

his Baccalaureate in Sacred Theology, as well as his Licentiate and Master of Arts in 
Philosophy, from the University of Santo Tomas (UST) in Manila. Following his 
ordination, he served as Parochial Vicar at Santo Domingo Parish in Quezon City and 
later worked in the Dominican missions on Camiguin Island (Babuyanes), Cagayan. 
He pursued his doctoral studies at the Pontificia Università San Tommaso d’Aquino 
(Angelicum) in Rome. He is currently the Master of Students of the Dominican Province 
of the Philippines, teaches at the UST Faculty of Philosophy, and serves as Coordinator 
of the UST Center for Thomistic Studies. He can be contacted at felixdelosreyes.op@
ust.edu.ph.

Rex F. Fortes 
Fr. Rex F. Fortes, CM, SSL, STD, PhD, was ordained a priest of the Congregation 

of the Mission (Vincentians) in 2003. He took Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy at the St. 
Vincent Seminary–Adamson University. He completed his Master of Arts in Theology 
at the St. Vincent School of Theology, Adamson University. In 2013, Fr. Fortes finished 
his Licentiate in Sacred Scriptures at the Pontifical Biblical Institute (Biblicum) in Rome 
and Hebrew University in Jerusalem. Later, he received the following academic degrees 
from the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium: Advanced Master in Theology 
and Religion (2016), Licentiate in Sacred Theology (2018), and Doctorate in Sacred 
Theology (2022). He is currently working as a Faculty Member and administrator at the 
St. Vincent School of Theology–Adamson University. He can be contacted at rexfortes@
yahoo.com.

Carlos Isabel
Carlos Isabel is an associate professor at the Center of Language Education and 

Research at Kwansei Gakuin University, in Hyogo, Japan. He earned his Master’s Degree 
in the History of Education at UNED University (Spain) and has conducted research on 
education during the Spanish period in the Philippines, as well as on journalism in 19th-
century Philippines. He can be contacted at carlos.isabel@kwansei.ac.jp.

Regalado Trota José 
Regalado Trota José (ORCID ID: 0000-0001-9873-7411) studied Anthropology 

and Philippine Studies (Art History) at the University of the Philippines (U.P.). During 
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his studies, he also performed with the U.P. Madrigal Singers in local and international 
concerts. For 50 years he has researched, written, collaborated with various local and 
international organizations, and mentored on Philippine cultural heritage during the 
Spanish colonial period. He was the only lay archivist of the 400-year-old University of 
Santo Tomás in Manila (2010-2021). In July 2024, Mr. Jose was elected Chairperson 
of the National Historical Commission of the Philippines. He may be contacted at 
trotajose13@gmail.com.

Levine Andro H. Lao 
Levine Andro Hernandez Lao (ORCID ID: 0000-0002-1136-2432) earned his 

Ph.D. in Philosophy (summa cum laude) from the Pontifical University of Santo Tomas, 
Manila. His research examines the historical development and global transmission of 
Thomistic thought in former European colonies and Catholic missions, with particular 
focus on the works of Cardinal Zeferino González and Jacques Maritain. He has presented 
his works at major conferences, including the International Thomistic Congress in Rome, 
the World Congress of Philosophy in Beijing, and COMIUCAP assemblies in Australia 
and Manila. He teaches at UST and can be contacted at lhlao@ust.edu.ph.

Lester Mendonsa
Fr. Lester Mendonsa completed his doctoral studies in Biblical Theology in 

2000 at the Angelicum, in Rome, Italy; and a second doctorate in Canon law at the UST, 
Manila, Philippines in 2021.Incardinated to the Vicariate Apostolic of Southern Arabia 
in 1992, Fr. Lester first served as Associate Parish priest in Bahrain, Sultanate of Oman, 
and then as Parish priest in Qatar from 1997 to 2005; and later as Military Chaplain in the 
Military Ordinariate of Canada until 2019 also serving as their Chancellor and Judicial 
vicar. He has written articles for the Philippiniana Sacra since 2022. Presently, Fr. Lester 
is the Judicial vicar for the Diocese of Tucson, Arizona, USA. He can be contacted at 
lestermendonsa@yahoo.com.

Jorge Romero Mojarro
Jorge Romero Mojarro, PhD (Huelva, 1980) (ORCID ID: 0000-0002-1949-

8289) is a professor of the Department of Literature in University of Santo Tomás since 
2017 and research fellow at the RCCAH (UST) and CSIC (Spain). Dr. Mojarro has 
published more than 60 scholarly articles on the subjects of the history of the printing press 
in the Philippines and Philippine Literature in the Spanish Language (both Colonial and 
Modern) — areas in which he is a leading scholar —but also on Missionary Linguistics, 
Transpacific Studies and the Catholic Missions in Asia in the early modern period. His 
last books are More Hispanic than We Admit (1821-2021) Vol. 4 (Vibal Foundation, 
2023), Introducción a la Literatura Hispanofilipina (Routledge, 2024), as a co-editor), and 
a co-edition of Fr. Francisco Combés’ Relación de estas Islas Filipinas / Discurso Político 
del Gobierno Maluco (Polifemo, 2024). He can be contacted at jmromero@ust.edu.ph. 



690  |  AUTHORS’  BIOGRAPHIES

PHILIPPINIANA SACRA, Vol. LX, No. 183 (September-December 2025)  
DOI: https://doi.org/10.55997/3014pslx183bio

Art Vincent M. Pangan, OP 
Fr. Art Vincent M. Pangan, OP is a Dominican friar and a Catholic Priest. He 

obtained his Bachelor of Sacred Theology and Licentiate in Sacred Theology-Biblical 
Theology (both Summa cum Laude) from the University of Santo Tomas in Manila. 
He earned his Licentiate in Sacred Scriptures (Magna cum Laude) from the Pontifical 
Biblical Institute (The Biblicum), Rome. He served as Director of Lyceum of Camiguin, 
the Dominican Mission school in the Babuyanes that offers free Catholic education to 
the locals prior to being sent to Rome for specialized studies. He currently serves as the 
Parochial Vicar of Santisimo Rosario Parish, UST and as the Acting Regent of The UST 
College of Education and of the UST Education High School. He may be contacted at 
arvinpangan.op@ust.edu.ph.

Valentinus Bayuhadi Ruseno, OP 
Fr. Valentinus Bayuhadi Ruseno, OP is a member of the Dominican Province 

of the Philippines, he is an Indonesian priest currently finishing his doctoral studies in 
Sacred Theology with a major in Biblical Theology, at the Pontifical University of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas (Angelicum) in Rome. He received his licentiate in the same field from 
the University of Santo Tomas, Manila, in 2018. For inquiries, he can be reached at v.
ruseno@pust.it. 

Joel Sagut
Joel C. Sagut (ORCID ID: 0000-0002-9868-760X) earned his degree in 

Philosophy from the University of Santo Tomas in Manila, where he now also teaches. 
His research is mainly in the area of moral and social philosophy. Currently, he serves as 
the Director of UST’s Research Center for Theology, Religious Studies, and Ethics. He 
can be contacted at jcsagut@ust.edu.ph.

Jeffrey S. Segovia
Fr. Jeffrey Segovia is a priest of the Archdiocese of Lingayen-Dagupan. He 

is presently assigned as a parochial vicar of Santuario de Santa Barabara  Holy  Family 
Parish, Sta. Barbara, Pangasinan. He teaches biblical courses at Mary Help of Christians 
Theology Seminary, San Fabian, Pangasinan. He finished his SThL – Biblical Theology at 
Universidad de Navarra, Pamplona, Spain (2022), and his SThD – Biblical Theology at 
the University of Santo Tomas, Manila (2025). He has authored three books for youth 
and ministry and is a recipient of two Cardinal Sin Catholic Books Awards citations. He 
can be contacted at segoviajeff@gmail.com. 

Peter-Ben Smit 
Prof. Dr. Peter-Ben Smit is professor (by special appointment) of Ancient 

Catholic Church Structures and the History and Doctrine of the Old Catholic Churches 
at Utrecht University and professor of Contextual Biblical Interpretation (Dom Hélder 
Câmara Chair) at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam. A priest of the Archdiocese of Utrecht, 
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he specializes in the theology and tradition of the Old Catholic Churches of the Union of 
Utrecht, including the Iglesia Filipina Independiente, on which he has published several 
studies.  He can be contacted at  p.b.a.smit@uu.nl.

Kris Sonek, OP
Fr. Kris Sonek OP (ORCID: 0000-0001-9751-9113) is a Senior Lecturer 

at Catholic Theological College in Melbourne, Australia. He serves as Head of the 
Department of Biblical Studies at his college and also teaches at Australian Catholic 
University. He earned his doctorate from the University of Oxford and taught at a number 
of international institutions. He is a member of the Society for Old Testament Study, 
the Society of Biblical Literature, the Fellowship for Biblical Studies, the Australian 
Catholic Biblical Association, and the Catholic Biblical Association of America. He can 
be contacted at kris.sonek@ctc.edu.au.

Michael Tabao 
Architect Michael Tabao (ORCID: 0000-0002-1075-9446) is a Senior Instructor 

of the Architecture Department, School of Architecture, Computing, and Engineering of 
the University of Saint Louis Tuguegarao (USLT); alumnus of BSc Architecture (USLT), 
MSc Architecture (Mapua University), and Sakura Science Exchange Program ( Japan); 
member of Sakura Science Club ( Japan), International Council on Monuments and 
Sites (Philippines), and National Research Council of the Philippines. He researches on 
heritage, indigenous and sustainable architecture, and architectural history. He is happily 
married to Gay Cabanayan Soriano-Tabao. He can be contacted at mtabao@usl.edu.ph.

Trần Văn Lực, Sch.P. 
Rev. Trần Văn Lực, Sch.P. is an educator and member of the Pious Schools. 

He graduated in Marketing, pursued Philosophy studies at Adamson University, and 
obtained a Master of Arts in Theological Studies (M.A.T.S.) from the Maryhill School 
of Theology. He also earned a Certificate in Practical Social Skills from the Ho Chi Minh 
City Youth Employment Service and Vocational Training Center. Formerly Editor-in-
Chief of the Asia Pacific Province Magazine, he is the author of several books. He currently 
serves in Vietnam. He may be contacted at tvanluc.mst@slu.edu.ph. 

Trần Xuân Vũ (“Peter Vu”)
Fr. Trần Xuân Vũ (“Peter Vu”) is a Vietnamese member of the Society of the 

Divine Word (SVD). He currently serves as a Professor of Sacred Scripture at the Divine 
Word School of Theology, Tagaytay City, Philippines, where he completed his MA in 
Sacred Scripture in 2014. After the mission in Palawan, he completed the Licentiate 
program at Pontificio Istituto Biblico (Biblicum), Rome, in 2024. Areas of his research and 
teaching include introduction to Sacred Scripture, prophetic literature, biblical Hebrew 
and Greek, and pastoral theology. He can be contacted at tran.xuanvu@dwst.edu.ph. 


